MEDIA FACT SHEET

Nick Fraser
1946 — 2023

Artist biography - curator biography - verified quotes - key context

WHY NICK FRASER MATTERS TODAY

A hidden East End painter whose work gives formto silence, identity, memory and
spiritual searching.

Prepared for Nick Fraser: Chapter 2 — Shoreditch Arts Club — 31 July 2026.
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https://shoreditchartsclub.com

QUICK REFERENCE

Nick Fraser Fact Sheet

Nick Fraser (1946—2023) was a self-taught outsider artist from London's East End whose large-scale, often
multi-panel works are now being brought into public view after decades of privacy. His paintings are rooted in
working-class East London life, spiritual symbolism, identity, masculinity, memory and private emotional truth.

NAME Nick Fraser

DATES 1946 — 2023

ORIGIN London's East End; connected to Blackheath Common in the family story.

WORKING LIFE Over three decades at Tate & Lyle, alongside alife shaped by care, routine
and private creativity.

ARTISTIC IDENTITY Self-taught / outsider artist; often described as "the East End's Van Gogh" in

project and media material.

MATERIALS Construction and decorating materials, household paint, cardboard, wood,
discarded boards and other accessible surfaces.

FORMS Large-scale works and modern polyptychs, often built across multiple panels.

THEMES Spirituality, cosmic symbolism, religious tension, masculinity, identity,
consciousness, solitude, memory and emotional expression.

FIRST MAJOR RECENT PUBLIC Nick Fraser: Chapter One, The Crypt Gallery, London, 2024.
CHAPTER

NEXT MAJOR EVENT Nick Fraser: Chapter 2, Shoreditch Arts Club, 31 July 2026.

ESTATE / CURATORIAL CONTEXT  The work is being preserved and shared through Mark O'Shaughnessy and
Marcus O'Shaughnessy, with Imaginative Reaction supporting the wider
mission.

Primary source basis: Nick Fraser Art, Imaginative Reaction, Srand Magazine, Vibe 107.6, Mutual Art and Marcus O'Shaughnessy's
guest essay on Balmly. Full sourcelist at the end of this PDF.
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VERIFIED AND USABLE LINES

Nick Fraser Quotes

Suitable for press packs, captions, wall text and outreach. Three categories: direct or attributed Nick lines
where available, critical response, and curatorial language. For any direct public use of Nick's exact spoken
words from archive footage, cross-check against the film transcript before publication.

“Nothing will stop me from painting.”

ATTRIBUTED TO NICK FRASER - CHAPTER 1 FILM CONTEXT — REPORTED IN STRAND MAGAZINE

“ An installation — somewhere, wherever.”

ATTRIBUTED TO NICK FRASER - ADAPTED FROM STRAND MAGAZINE'S DESCRIPTION OF NICK'S DREAM

“ An artist to remember, and a curator to watch.”

SOPHIE-MAY WARD-MARCHBANK - STRAND MAGAZINE, REVIEWING CHAPTER 1

“ Unforgettable, first shown again here after 30 years.”

STRAND MAGAZINE - ON THE PUBLIC RE-EMERGENCE OF THE WORKS

“ Spiritual, tribal, ethereal — a faintly ominous other-worldly experience.”

VISITOR TESTIMONIAL - NICK FRASER ART WEBSITE

“Bringing Nick's work to light, sharing his story and supporting the wider community.’

MARCUS O'SHAUGHNESSY - VIBE 107.6 FM

“Nick Fraser painted the things many men of his generation were never given the
language to say.”

ORIGINAL PRESS-PACK LINE - CURATORIAL POSITIONING

“Hiswork turns private silence into public testimony.”

ORIGINAL PRESS-PACK LINE - FOR CAPTIONS, WALL TEXT & OUTREACH
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SHORT, MEDIUM AND EXTENDED VERSIONS

Nick Fraser Artist Bio

SHORT BIO - 75 WORDS

Nick Fraser (1946-2023) was a self-taught outsider artist from London's East End. A former Tate & Lyle factory
worker and lifelong carer to his mother, Fraser created avast private body of work using household, construction
and decorating materials. His large-scale, symbolic paintings explore identity, masculinity, spirituality,
consciousness and solitude. After decades hidden from public view, hiswork is now being preserved, curated and
introduced to new audiences.

MEDIUM BIO - 150 WORDS

Nick Fraser (1946—2023) was a visionary self-taught artist from London's East End whose extraordinary body of
work remained largely unseen during his lifetime. Born into a traditional working-class world and shaped by
decades at the Tate & Lyle factory, Fraser lived quietly, cared for his mother, and painted in private. Without
formal art training, he used whatever materials were close at hand — household paints, construction remnants,
boards, cardboard and decorating tools — transforming them into large-scale, often multi-panel works. His
paintings move between sacred imagery, cosmic symbolism, raw abstraction and the human figure, opening a
deeply personal world of identity, masculinity, longing, spiritual tension and emotional survival. Following his
death in 2023, Fraser's archive has been brought into public view through the care of Mark O'Shaughnessy and
Marcus O'Shaughnessy, revealing a powerful, hidden voice in British outsider art.

EXTENDED BIO - PRESS / PROGRAMME VERSION

Nick Fraser (1946-2023) was a self-taught British outsider artist whose private, expansive and emotionally
charged body of work is now being recognised after decades out of public view. Born into East London's
working-class culture, Fraser spent more than thirty yearsworking at Tate & Lyle whileliving alife defined by
duty, routine, care and solitude. Behind that public identity, he sustained a private creative world of remarkable
scale and intensity.

Fraser taught himself to paint without art-school instruction, using the practical materials available to him:
household paint, construction scraps, decorating tools, cardboard, wood and found boards. Many works are
large-scale and multi-panel, forming fierce, modern polyptychs. They carry echoes of sacred art, religious anxiety,
cosmic symbolism and raw abstraction, while repeatedly returning to the body, identity, masculinity,
consciousness and the unspoken interior life.

His story isaso astory of preservation. Mark O'Shaughnessy, Nick's lifelong friend, documentarian and advocate,
recorded rare archive footage and protected the memory of the man behind the paintings. Today, Mark and his son
Marcus O'Shaughnessy are bringing Fraser's work into the light through exhibitions, film, research, prints and
public storytelling. Nick Fraser: Chapter 2 continues that journey, inviting new audiences to encounter a hidden
East End painter whose work speaks urgently to vulnerability, private truth and the need to recognise artists who
lived beyond the structures of the art world.
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CURATOR, CREATIVE PRODUCER AND FOUNDER

Mar cus O'Shaughnessy Curator Bio

SHORT BIO - 75 WORDS

Marcus O'Shaughnessy is a curator, creative producer, youth engagement specialist and founder of Imaginative
Reaction CIC. With over adecade of experience across alternative education, arts practice and mental health
support for young people, he creates inclusive platforms for emerging, outsider and underrepresented artists. As
co-custodian and curator of the Nick Fraser legacy, Marcus curated Nick Fraser: Chapter One at The Crypt
Gallery and continues to develop the Chapter 2 exhibition journey.

EXTENDED BIO - PRESS / PROGRAMME VERSION

Marcus O'Shaughnessy is a curator, creative producer, digital storyteller and founder of Imaginative Reaction CIC,
acreative platform built to support emerging, outsider and underrepresented artists through curation, collaboration
and community. His work draws on more than a decade in youth engagement, alternative education and mental
health support, alongside a parallel creative life as amusic producer, DJ and multidisciplinary practitioner.

In 2023, Marcus stepped into a deeper curatoria role following the death of Nick Fraser, avisionary East End artist
and close family friend whose vast body of work had remained largely unseen. Working aongside his father Mark
O'Shaughnessy — Nick's lifelong friend, muse and documentarian — Marcus became a key custodian of the
collection. He curated the debut public exhibition Nick Fraser: Chapter One at The Crypt Gallery, London, where
artwork, archive film, live performance and storytelling combined to introduce audiences to the man behind the
paintings.

Marcus's curatoria approach isrooted in emotional truth, access and legacy. Rather than presenting Nick Fraser as
adiscovery detached from life, he frames the work through friendship, class, care, memory and the right of
unheard artists to be seen. Through Imaginative Reaction and the Nick Fraser project, he is building a bridge
between private creative worlds and public recognition, while creating space for new artists who might otherwise
remain overlooked.

USEFUL ONE-LINE CREDIT

Marcus O'Shaughnessy — Curator, creative producer, founder of Imaginative Reaction CIC and co-custodian
of the Nick Fraser legacy.
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CONTEXT AND CULTURAL RELEVANCE

Why Nick Fraser Matters Today

Nick Fraser matters because his work sits at the intersection of art, class, silence, masculinity, spirituality and
emotional survival. His paintings were not made for the market first. They were made from necessity —from a
private need to process questions that did not have an easy public language.

A HIDDEN VOICE IN BRITISH OUTSIDER ART

Fraser created outside the usual pathways of art school, galleries and ingtitutional validation. His story helps widen
the definition of who getsto be called an artist and which lives are allowed into cultural history.

A WORKING-CLASS ARCHIVE OF IMAGINATION

Hislifeat Tate & Lyle and his use of ordinary materials root the work in a practical East End world. The paintings
transform everyday surfacesinto spiritual and psychological spaces.

A LANGUAGE FOR MALE VULNERABILITY

Fraser's paintings return to bodies, longing, identity and private contradiction. Today, they offer amoving way to
talk about generations of men who were often taught endurance but not emotional expression.

SPIRITUALITY WITHOUT CERTAINTY

The work draws on religious forms, cosmic symbols, abstract figures and archetypal scenes. It feels devotional,
unsettled and searching rather than neatly resolved.

A LEGACY OF FRIENDSHIP AND CARE

The survival of the archiveis inseparable from Mark O'Shaughnessy's friendship and Marcus O'Shaughnessy's
curatorial work. The project shows how legacy can be protected by love, memory and community before
institutions arrive.

A STORY FOR CONTEMPORARY AUDIENCES

In atime when mental health, identity and belonging are central public conversations, Fraser's work feels newly
legible. It asks viewersto look again at silence, solitude and the private labour of becoming oneself.

SUGGESTED PRESS ANGLE

“The East End artist who painted in private for decades — and whose hidden world is
now speaking directly to our conversations about masculinity, memory, identity and
outsider art.”

PRESS CONTACT & ASSET ACCESS
EMAIL
info@nickfraserartist.com

WEB
www.nickfraserartist.com - chapter2.nickfraserartist.com

INSTAGRAM
@nickfraserart - @Marxjamesart
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PROJECT PLATFORM
WWW.imaginative-reaction.org

PRESS IMAGE LIBRARY
drive.google.com/.../nick-fraser-chapter-2
Photography, original artwork, event flyers and promotional material.
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REFERENCES USED TO COMPILE THIS PDF

Source Notes

Compiled from public-facing project pages, press/ review coverage and Marcus O' Shaughnessy's published
writing. Some language has been edited into media-pack form for clarity and consistency.

# SOURCE

1 Nick Fraser Art official website
nickfraserartist.com

2 Imaginative Reaction — Nick Fraser

profile
imaginative-reaction.org/nickfraser

3 Strand Magazine review by Sophie-M ay

Ward-Marchbank
strandmagazine.co.uk

4 Imaginative Reaction — Marcus
O'Shaughnessy profile

imaginative-reaction.org/marxjames

5 Vibe 107.6 FM local news feature
vibel076.co.uk

6 MutualArt artist listing
mutualart.com

7 Balmly Substack guest essay by Marcus

O'Shaughnessy
balmly.substack.com

USE IN THIS PDF

Life dates, Chapter 2 date and venue, biographical notes,
materials, themes and Mark O'Shaughnessy'srolein
preserving the work.

Artist overview, outsider artist positioning, unseen works,
Tate & Lyle background, film context and contact details.

Critical response to Chapter 1 at The Crypt Gallery,
descriptions of the artwork, exhibition film and Marcus's
curatorial presence.

Marcus biography, curatorial role, Imaginative Reaction
CIC, Chapter One and film context.
April 2024 public exhibition announcement and quote

from Marcus on bringing Nick's work to light.

External listing of Nick Fraser's 2024 solo exhibition and
2026 record-price note.

Interpretive essay on Nick's life, materials, recurring
themes, legacy and why the work speaks today.

Publication caution: the two short Nick-attributed quote lines should be checked against the original Chapter 1 exhibition film transcript
before being presented as exact verbatim quotationsin a formal pressrelease.

Issued 18 August 2026 - The Nick Fraser Estate - ENDS
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